In Tins [ssitts 


Hin Asamrva’s Dang Anse. * Demon Darwen Linn Uancn « So, Bianca » Sparinn Repay inten eens 


1737 POST STREET, SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94115 © (415) 563-5220 © Fax (415) 563-5454 


Iam the devil, Devilman. 


( ‘ONTENTS 


ee a PE OWE SSS? 


One morning, Akira Fudou woke up. 


COMING SOON 


Charting new & future anime releases. 
by Maiko Limn.....ccccsccscssssscossssoscesccscocecscacesscacesesesecceasarerarvasensnesetesetouategets = } 


THE PRINTED PAGE 


From the pages of Newtype, Kia Asamiya’s ‘Dark Angel.’ 
by Galen Jang & Kensaku Nakata ...........ccescscscssessecssecsceceesscecercecerssseceesess & 


CHOICE CUTS 


Our hot pick—Demon Warrior Luna Varga. 
by Chris Swett, translated by Tonghyun Kim..........scscscsssssseseeesesesenesensneee 9 


ANIME EYE 


Naoyuki Onda’s designer pirates—Sol Bianca. 
by James Matsuzaki, translated by Kensaku Nakata .........sscceeeseeeees 1 5 


SHINJUKU LOFT 


His long arms and legs, This issue’s “Miyu-sical” impressions. 


by Chris ‘Keller :..cccsccccoscesscsctscscceeessesestersttesstesttaeestacttetimntecaeeaertaet ree 22 


SPECIAL RE PO RRaT 
of which he was so proud, had shrunk. Our report on Anime Expo "92 
by James Matsuzaki & Elizabeth Bales .........c:cccesesescsessseseseseseeeeeeeeees 24. 


FURTHERMORES 


His face was heavy. Editorial = 2 Roach Klips a 32 
Cover m Maiko Lin 


TAFF 


Editor: James Matsuzaki 
Assistant Editor: Chris Keller 
Copy Editor: Elizabeth Bales 

Art Director: Grant Kono 

Assistant Art Director: Maiko Lin 
Head Translator: Kensaku Nakata 
of his height, had become completely Associate Translators: Galen Jang, Andy Kim, 

Tonghyun Kim 

Editorial Correspondent: Chris Swett 
Writers: Galen Jang, Chris Keller, Andy 
Kim, Maiko Lin, James Matsuzaki, 
Kensaku Nakata, Chris Swett, 

John Williams II 

Administrative Assistant: Julic Gavello 
Executive Producer: Matthew Anacleto 


He could not believe his eyes. 


His perfectly proportioned body 


V MAX is published bimonthly 
e for the promotion of 
Japanese animation & comics. Writers wishing 
to donate articles for publication may send 
their articles to V.MAX PO Box 3292, Santa 
Clara CA 95055. Please include your return 
addressand phonenumber. Wnter’s Guidelines 
are available upon request. The following 
copyrights and trademarks are properties of 
their respective owners: Dark Angel © 
Kadokawa;Silent Mobius © Kadokawa;Luna 
Varga© Kadokawa;Sol BiancaO@ NEC Avenue/ 
Pony Canyon;Gundam 0083 © Sunrise/ 
Bandai;Patlabor © Headgear/Emotion/T FC/ 
NTV;3x3 Eyes © Bandai/King Records/ 
Kodansha;Vampire Princess Miyu © Pony 
Canyon;Macross © Bandai Visual/Big West 
Macross Production Committee;CB Devilman 
© Bandai Visual/Dynamic Productions/ 
Movic;Calling © 1988 Mafuyu Hiroki 
Dedicated to the anime fans of the San Francisco Bay Arca 


where his head was exactly one-eighth 


unbalanced, his head being now half 


his total height. ............ CB Devilman 


V e 


BY 
JAMES MATSUZAKI 


cee 


eing editor for V.Max 

has its privileges. Like 

working with the sort 
of hard-working, enthusiastic and 
generally entertaining bunch that 
you find yourself among when on 
a challenging, innovative and time- 
consuming project (that pays 
nothing). Or making the sort of 
contacts among the anime and 
manga industry that would never 
have been possible for me to make 
as a mere fanboy (now, I’m a 
fanboy with business cards). But 


seriously, | manage from time to 


time to keep my heavy editorial re- 
sponsibilities from weighing down my 
generally light-hearted (my colleagues 
would add light-headed) approach to 
dealing with both the magazine and 
the tremendous advances ongoing and 
being planned in both fandom and the 
industry. This is not one of those times. 

Simply put, if you are an anime or 
manga fan, can write, and have an inter- 
est in getting involved ina publication 
like ours, then V.MAx needs you. We 
are one of the most complete and accu- 
rate magazine of its kind. Within our 
pages, virtually every conceivable type 
ofanimeand manga feature has been or 
will be presented. 

We are that way because of good 
contacts, a can-do attitude and what I 
believe to be one of the most profes- 
sional, talented and knowledgeable 
crews of writers and editors anywhere 
in the publishing industry. To see this 
publication through to at least the end 
of this century in at least as high a 
standard as we have achieved to date, 
we need to maintain and expand our 
current crop of writers, reporters, trans- 
lators and experts. There is also a need 
for qualified people with managerial, 
publication, publicity and general of- 
fice experience and talents. 

In your hands you hold our fifth 
issue, the product of over two years of 
hard, dedicated work. Are we a bunch 
you want to get involved with? The de- 
cision is yours, but the proof that we are 
something worth getting involved with 
is before you. 

The past decade has seen incred- 
ible achievements by anime and manga 


fans in the English-speaking world. As 
I write these words, we are preparing 
for not one but two conventions de- 
voted exclusively to anime and manga, 
Anime Expoin San Jose, CAand Project 
A-kon in Dallas, Texas. In addition to 
V.Max there are currently four English- 
language publications covering anime 
and manga. There are also four anime 
marketing companies, two manga trans- 
lation companies with a third coming 
up, a large and growing merchandising 
sector and last but not least a huge and 
growing fandom. 

There has probably never been a 
fan community that has displayed such 
energy or growth. This is especially 
amazing considering the small and 
spread-out bunch who started all this 
only a decade and a half ago. 

V.Max celebrates the past, as we 
work to enhance and record the future 
as anime and manga fandom grows and 
makes its presence increasingly felt in 
mainstream culture. We hope you will 
be there with us. You can be. Just write: 


V.Max 

P.O. Box 3292 

Santa Clara, CA 95055 
attn: Editor 


For writers, we will send you cop- 
ies of ourwriter’s and feature guidelines, 
along with the promise of great things 
to come as part of our V.Max family. 
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ia Asamiya, 
the workaholic manga art- 

ist who brought us 

Gunhed and Silent Mébius, does it 

again! In September 1990, while he 

was still working on Silent Mdébius 

(then going into production as a fea- 

ture film) he started another project. 

Dark Angel is currently running 

monthly in Newtype. The first com- 

pilation volume came out in January of 
this year with more volumes to follow 


in the future. The publisher is 


Kadokawa Books. 


Background 

Dark Angel takes place ina world which 
bears some resemblance to ancient 
China. The Middle Kingdom, Oukoku, 
is ruled by Emperor Rai Han. Itkeeps 
the peace in its four surrounding vassal 


countries: Tous (east), Seiju (west), 
Nanbon (south) and Hokuteki (north). 
Each country has a Gensei (cham- 
pion) who rules or dominates that 
country. The Gensei of each country is 
the most proficient martial artist the 
country can produce. In this world, the 
martial arts are intimately related to 
elemental magic. 
Each country also has a symbolic 
(or real?) guardian holy beast. The holy 
beast of Toui is the Azure Dragon. 
Seiju’s is the White Tiger. Nanbon’s is 
the Scarlet Sparrow (or phoenix). 
Hokuteki’s is the Dark Warrior (ei- 
ther a turtle or a serpent). Among the 
skills a Gensei possesses is the ability 
to change the shape of his or her body 
entirely or partially into the guardian 
holy beast of his or her own country. 
The Genseiis selected from among 
a group of candidates. When the previ- 
ous Gensei is promoted to a new 
position in the Middle Kingdom or 
dies, his skill is transferred to the new 
candidate. Each Genseihasall the skills 
of his or her predecessors, though the 
skill may not always be accessible. 
Each Gensei also wields an object 
of power and is accompanied by a fairy, 
a small person who has some of the 


physical characteristics of the guardian 
holy beast. For example, Kiyou, the 
fairy who accompanies the Gensei of 
Nanbon, has wings like the Scarlet 
Sparrow of Nanbon. And Bi, the fairy 
who accompanies the Gensei of Seiju, 
has a tail as well as claws like the White 
Tiger of her realm. 


Story « Velume 1 

The opening scene is in the spectacu- 
lar backdrop of Nanbon. Sou, the 
current Gensei, is training Dark in 
martial arts. He gives Dark some ad- 
vice about becoming one with one’s 
own sword. During a rest break, he 
muses that it is only a matter of time 
before Dark surpasses him. Heclutches 
his stomach and realizes he doesn’t 
have much time left. 

Then Sou calls foraintensive mock 
combat in which he will try his best to 
kill Dark. Dark uses a deceptive move 
to distract Sou and strikes from above. 
Instead of blocking the attack, Sou lets 
down his own guard and lets Dark slash 
him across the chest. 

Shocked, Dark and Kiyou rush to 
his side. Sou tells Dark that he is the 
new Gensei of Nanbon and should go 
to Oukoku to declare his new post. He 
gives Dark the Scarlet Phoenix Sword 
which is the symbol of office of the 
Gensei of Nanbon as well as an object 
of power. Then Sou dies. 


** continued on page 6 
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1. DARKS The hero of the story, he is fourteen years old. 
He is the successor to the previous Gensei of Nanbon. However, 
due to the circumstances of the succession, he is not really 
recognized as a Gensei. 

He is extremely talented and has the potential to surpass his 
predecessor, but very little of that potential has been realized 
yet. His main fault is his total lack of a sense of direction. Every 
time he gets lost, he gets into big trouble. 

2. KIYOUs She is a fairy of the Housei race. Each Gensei 
of the Nanbon is accompanied by a member of her race. As a 
fairy, she is about thirty centimeters tall with a pair of 
feathered wings. She is dedicated to Dark. Her talent as 
revealed so far is healing. 

3. LUNs Sheis the Gensei of Toui. The traditional objects of power 
of her position are five spheres corresponding to the powers of 
earth, fire, water, wind and gold. However, the sphere with the 
power of gold is lost. As a result, her power is impaired. 


One of her powers is to bring back the recently dead to life. She is 
a proud woman dedicated to maintaining the honor of her country. 
4. TOU: One of Lin’s subordinates. As a member of the Tachiou 
(Swordfish) Clan, he masters the element of water. His weapon is 


a pair of swords with only hilts and no blades. However, during 
combat the hilts produce streams of super high velocity water that 
are capable of smashing through rock. 

5. CHYAO: Another of Lin’s subordinates. She belongs to 
the Yamame (Mountain Women) clan. Her mastery 1s over the 
elements of wind and lightning. Once she aspired to be a Gensel 
herself. She loves Sou, the Gensei of Nanbon, even though the 
love is forbidden. 

6. PAN: A squad leader of the Royal Guard of the Middle 
Kingdom. Heis either aman of high integrity with a sense of fairness 
or a pompous, self-righteous preacher depending on your point of 
view. He rides a horse named Hien (Flying Flame). 


+ from page 4 


Kiyou tells Dark that Sou’s death 
isn’t his or anybody else’s fault. This 
must be what Sou had wanted all along. 
Dark decides that there is nothing he 
can donow except obey Sou’s last wish. 
He and Kiyou set out for Oukoku. 

In the Azure Dragon Palace in 
Toui, Tou rushes to meet Chyao. Tou 
reports that an intruder has been seen 
entering their territory from Nanbon. 
He wants Lin to be notified. Chyao 
says that Lin just got back from Oukoku 
after assuming her own office as the 
new Gensei of Touiand is now resting. 
She says that the four countries have a 
mutual non-aggression pact. No intrud- 
ers are allowed without advance notice. 
She also points out that Sou of Nanbon 
is a very polite neighbor and is not 
likely to commit this breach of trust. 
Still, she decides to go with Tou and 
see for herself. Just as they are ready to 


of direction. If they don’t get outin time, 
there could be a major incident. 

Dark runs until he is out of breath. 
Kiyou sees a giant carving of the Azure 
Dragon on the side of a mountain. She 
screams that this is the center of Toui. 
Dark has been running in the opposite 
direction from where he should go! 

As the two bicker, Lin, Chyao and 
Tou arrive. Lin levitates herself and 
hercompanions down acliff while Dark 
cries “It’s too high, you will die.” 

Lin asks the mysterious intruder 
toidentify himself. Unwisely, Dark tells 
them that he is the new Gensei of 
Nanbon and, oh yes, he killed the old 
Gensei. Linasks him the reason for this 
violation of the non aggression pact. 
Again, Dark unwisely tells them the 
truth: “I got lost.” That answer only 
brings a round of unbelieving laughter. 

‘Tou points out that Dark does carry 
the Scarlet Phoenix Sword. Perhaps he 
can test the truth of Dark’s claim by 


KAZAN!!! 


his awesome twin-blade water attack 


leave, Lin steps out of her room and 
says she would like to come as well. 
Meanwhile, Dark and Kiyou trudge 
alongan unfamiliar road until Kiyou spots 
an Azure Dragon sign along the road. 
Kiyou is shocked. She screams about 
“how a Gensei can have such a bad sense 


challenging him to a duel. He then 
unleashes his twin water blades. 

Dark suddenly discovers that he 
can’t draw the Scarlet Phoenix Sword 
because the sword is chained to the 
scabbard. As their battleground is in- 
undated, Dark has to swim for it. Tou 


then materializes a sphere of water 
weighing several hundred tons and 
drops it on Dark. Dark remembers the 
advice Sou gave him earlier about be- 
coming one with his sword. He manages 
to draw his sword in time and the water 
parts before the blade. 

Chyao tells Tou to cease the duel, 
saying that she will kill this man. Lin 
muses that she has never seen Chyao 
this angry before. Chyao asks Dark if 
he really killed Sou. True to form, Dark 
says yes. 

Chyao then reveals that she loved 
Sou. Her companions are shocked by 
the revelation. She says that she knows 
that love for one of an alien country is 
forbidden. If this were known, she 
would have been expelled from her 
clan as well as her country. However, 
now that Sou is dead she doesn’t care 
about keeping the secret anymore. 

A flashback reveals how she first 
met Sou. Years ago, Chyao was control- 
ling a tornado out in the wilderness. 
She was trying to become one of the 
twelve candidates for the position of 
the new Gensei of Toui and believed 
she had a good chance of succeeding. 

Then she saw a man walking 
through her tornado as though it were 
nothing. That man was Sou. In her 
amazement, she lost control of the tor- 
nado and Sou had to rescue her. Then, 
in his half-phoenix form, he flew her 
back to the Azure Dragon Palace. 

Sou was in Toui to pay a social visit 
to Mei, the then Gensei of Toui. He 
covered up Chyao’s failure by saying 
that he was lost and Chyao helped him 
out with directions. As Sou prepared to 
return to Nanbon, Chyao asked him to 
make her intoa better martial artist. He 
agreed, but asked for strict secrecy be- 
cause of the mutual distrust between 
their countries. What he was to teach 
herwas the secret technique of Nanbon. 
Since then, Chyao has loved Sou. 

Chyao finishes her story by saying 
that she will avenge Sou’s death. She 
unleashes her power of wind and light- 
ning, a technique called “Heaven 
Dragon Light Wheel of Chyao.” Dark 
makes no effort to block her attack and 
is struck. 
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Lin restores Kiyou’s life... 
..-by sacrificing some of hers. 
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Kiyou tells him to fight back, but 
Dark says that he can’t fight someone 
whoalso loves Sou. Chyaostrikes again. 
Kiyou tries to shield Dark and is killed 
by the blast. Chyao strikes again. 

Suddenly, the image of Sou now 
stands in the place of Dark. Lin real- 
izes that this must be the soul of Sou 
and Dark must indeed be the true 
Gensciof Nanbon. Meanwhile Chyao 
screams that Dark has the gall to hide 
behind an illusion of the man she 
loves. She calls out the strongest power 
of herclan, the “Mystic Dragon Wind.” 
However, she halts the attack at the 
last moment. 


Chyao weeps, saying thatshe can’t 
bring herself to attack even the image 
of the man she loves. Her companions 
are alarmed. The Mystic Dragon Wind 
cannotbesummoned lightly. Ifitis not 
used against the enemy, the spirit of 
the wind will turn against the user. 

As the backlash envelops Chyao 
and rips up the landscape, she sighs, “I 
will now go to where Sou is.” Then she 
realizes that she is being carried out of 
the ferocious maelstrom by Sou who 
tells her that she shouldn’t die yet. 
“You are so beautiful, Chyao.” he says. 
Then Sou’s image fades to be replaced 
by Dark. 


Now it’s down to Lin and Dark. As 
they prepare to confront each other, 
Panarrives in dramatic fashion and stops 
the imminent battle. 

Lin objects by saying she has the 
right to deal with any violator of 
the non aggression pact. Pan tells her 
that Rai Han, Emperor of Oukoku, for- 
bids battle between Genseis because 
such battles tend to escalate. The situa- 
tion of the continentis very unstable and 
the enemies of the five kingdoms will 
take advantage of any such opening. Pan 
goes on to say that Kiyou is still recently 
dead, so it should be possible for Lin to 
resurrect her. Lin should do it as an 
apology for the misunderstanding. 

Lin decides to try even though she 
only has four of the five spheres of her 
office. She succeeds, but she has to 
draw on her own life force to replace 
the missing power of the gold sphere. 
Asaresult, herown life span is reduced. 

Pan thenasks Dark to give him the 
Scarlet Phoenix Sword. He says that 
Dark may be the Gensei of Nanbon but 
he doesn’tyet have enough experience 
or prestige to carry the responsibility of 
the office. Dark should travel around 
and get a little more of both. 

Kiyou objects strenuously because 
the sword is both a symbol and a power- 
ful weapon. Without it, Dark’s travels 
will be most difficult. Pan merely says 
that a Gensei shouldn’t need a mere 
weapon to prove himself. Dark cuts short 
their argument by accepting the chal- 
lengeand handing overthe sword to Pan. 

Pantells Dark that he can getsome 
extra help if he seeks out Kin the 
Swordmaker. Before he leaves, he 
says that Rai Han will call for a grand 
meeting soon. He will see Dark then. 
Lin also has to leave. They part under 
friendlier terms. 


Dark and Kiyou plod through an 
unfamiliar wilderness. Kiyou says 
“Dark? We are not lost again, are we? 

. » = 
Dark, say something! Tt 
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DEMON WARRIOR LUNA VARGA 


BY 
CHRIS SWETT 
TRANSLATION BY 
TONGHYUN KIM 


una de Rimzbel isn’t your 
ordinary run-of-the-mill 
princess, even fora long time 
ago in a country far, far away. She’s a 
sword-swinging tomboy ina mini-skirt 
and plate armor, in stark contrast to her 
older sister Zena and younger sister 
Vina. Even before she teams up with 
the demon Varga, she’s tough. 
Demon Warrior Luna Varga is a 
four-part OAV series from Kadokawa 
Video. The story mixes fantasy with 
slapstick humour, which is appropriate 
since the director is Eiji Moriyama, 
creator of “Project A-ko.” The story is 
based on an ongoing novel series from 
Kadokawa Books thatis currently up to 
its eleventh volume. 


CHARACTERS 
Luna de Rimzbels: The Second 
Princess of Rimzbel and heroine of the 


story. She gains the power of and con- 
trol over the demon Varga, which 
becomes a part of herand her only hope 
for beating the “Evil One.” Since merg- 
ing with the demon, she sports a dragon 
tail when in human form. 

Varga: Possibly the most powerful 
of demons, he’sa giant Tyrannosaurus- 
type lizard pledged to serve the ruling 
family of Rimzbel. He has senses hun- 
dreds of times more acute than humans 
and can jump a mile in the air. His 
special weapon is a “voice” that can 
shatter mountains. Luna is appointed 
as his “Brain” by a psychic remnant of 
herlong dead ancestor, Duke Leghion. 
The Evil Ome: The leader of the 
demons. He was banished from nor- 
mal existence generations ago by the 
“Dragon Lord,” Duke Leghion along 
with Varga. Now he’s awake and very 
unhappy with his present condition. 
When confronted by Luna/Varga in 
the final episode, it is discovered that 
he is actually “Dark Varga.” 

Roco: Luna’sshape-changercompan- 
ion. He acts as Luna’s personal servant 
and can turn into a flying black cat at 
will. He has yellow eyes and a cat’s tail 
and can be described as a “familiar.” 
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Luna gets her clothes blown off when 
she shape-changesand this is frequently 
enough to be more than adequate pay- 
ment for his services. 

Bato Robis: A Dambas warrior and 
a mountain of a man. He has no appar- 
ent fear of death in battle and lives for 
a good fight. In Varga he finally finds a 
worthy adversary, though the ludicrous 
mismatch serves more as comic relief. 
Zena de Rimzbel: Luna’s older 
sister and heir apparent to Rimzbel. 
She is incredibly naive but very charm- 
ing and polite, even to invading armics. 


Vina de Rimzbel: Luna’s younger 
sister and the most normal of the three 
princesses. She is kidnapped by the 
“Evil One” in the first episode as bait 
to lure Luna and Varga. 

Duke Volf: Luna’s grandfather and 
current ruler of Rimzbel. He’s very ill 
and takes a beating in episode 1. In- 
credibly, he survives until the end of 
the series. 

Ril: A famous young prostitute with 
yellow and black-striped hair. Like 
Roco, she is also a shape-changer who 
can turn intoa yellowand black-striped 


Bato Robis duels with Luna 


40k 


rabbit at will. She teams up with Luna 
and Roco in the second episode and by 
the third is trying to seduce Luna. 
Mirus: A dashing adventurer and 
Luna’s love interest. She meets him in 
episode 2 and tries unsuccessfully to 
hide the fact thatshe’s become a shape- 
changer. Her tail doesn’tseem to bother 
him but he’s taken aback by Varga. 


EPISODE 1 

The tiny country of Rimzbe/ comes un- 
der siege by forces from the country of 
Dambas. At the same time the “Evil 
One,” locked away for ages, is coming 
back to life. He not only wants his 
former position in the world, he also 
wants revenge against the descendants 
of the one who imprisoned him. That 
person was Leghion de Rimzbel. 

Zena de Rimzbel, the laughably 
naive heir to the throne currently oc- 
cupied by Duke Volf de Rimzbel, is 
taking her ill grandfather’s place. Her 
audience with the drunken ambassa- 
dor from Dambas is spoiled by her 
impetuous sister Luna. War soon 
breaks out, and finds the army of 
Rimzbel badly outnumbered by over 
ten to one. 

Luna and her shape-changing fly- 
ing cat companion Roco stage a raid 
on the enemy. The raid is successful, 
but does little damage to the huge 
enemy force. 

They return to the castle to find it 


hope that the Dambas army will tire and 
go away. Luna is not optimistic. 

As a last resort, Luna decides to 
consult the ailing Duke. She runs to his 
room but he’s nowhere to be found. 
Zena follows behind and accidentally 
startles her. Luna loses her balance and 
falls on the lever that opens a secret 
passage leading below the castle. 

The princesses find the Duke care- 
fully descending the stairs toward a 
bright light below. He turns to warn 
the girls away but slips and falls down 
the stairs. After ensuring that he’s not 
badly hurt, Luna continues down. She 
discovers a brightly lit cathedral-sized 
room below the castle that she never 
knew existed. 
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Suddenly, a voice from nowhere 
identifies itself as a psychic remnant 
and asks Luna if she wants “The 
Power.” She nods and answers that she 
wants tosave Rimzbel. The voice agrees 
that it’s a “just” cause and that it will 
accept her as the “Brain of Varga.” She 
is enveloped in a bright light, screams 
in agony and loses consciousness. 

Above ground, the siege contin- 
ues. The Duke, Zena and the 
youngest sister Vina watch from high 
atop the castle wall as the moat begins 
to boil and churn. A wave races across 
the surface and what could best be 
described as Godzilla’s first cousin 
leaps out and begins stomping the 
enemy camp. 

Duke Volf identifies the monster 
as the legendary demon Varga. He ex- 
plains that many years before, Duke 
Leghion pretended to join forces with 
the Evil One and was teamed up with 
the demon. He turned on the Evil One 
and with the demon’s help, imprisoned 
him. Now the demon is awake again 
and on the rampage. 

As the monster works his way back 
toward the castle, Vina spots a naked, 
unconscious Luna riding on its head. 
Roco also spots Luna. He changes into 
his flying-cat form and takes her some 
clothes. She doesn’t want to wake up, 
but when she does she discovers that 
she’s not just riding on top of the mon- 
ster, she’s attached to it! 

When she wonders out loud what’s 
going on, the monster tells her that he 
is Varga and that she is his “Brain.” 
She doesn’t like the arrangement one 
bit but quickly discovers that she can 
now single-handedly end the siege of 
her homeland. 

‘Though one particularly persistent 
Dambas warrior, Bato Robis, comes 
close to slicing her off Varga’s head, she 
succeeds in driving them away. Just as 
she wins the battle, the Evil One’s 
avatar swoops down and takes Vina 
from off the parapet. Varga leaps but 
can’t quite reach the fleeing demon. 
Thus, Luna and Varga begin the quest 
to rescue Vina and destroy the Evil 
One. Bato Robis chases them, deter- 
mined to have his own revenge. 


EPISODE 2 
Luna discovers that she can return to 
human form whenever she wants. Un- 
fortunately, and to her horror, she is 
stuck with a dragon tail. Just outside 
the town of Rogurian, she meets and 
instantly falls in love with the Dambas 
nobleman/adventurer Miru. Miru and 
his fellow travellers Girus and Rapier 
give Luna and Roco a ride into town. 
Unfortunately, the Dambas army 
has been heading in the same direction 
and are billeted in the town. Miru has 
to reign in his ox cart unexpectedly in 
order toavoid hittinga young girl named 
Ril. Bato Robis appears, chasing her 
because she went beyond her capacity 


as a prostitute and tried to steal his 
wallet. It turns out that Bato Robis is 
Miru’s uncle. Luna and Roco leap out 
of the cartand along with Rilare chased 
all over the town by Bato Robis. 

‘The mayor of the town is notified 
of the resulting destruction and screams 
for help. A magician named Gilbert 
just happens to be in the neighborhood 
and offers his assistance. He goes into 
the courtyard of the mayor’s house, but 
has no luck stopping either Luna’s 
group or Bato Robis. The latter knocks 
him through the air and all the way 
back onto the mayor’s balcony. 

Pullingoutall the stops, Gilbertsum- 
mons the wyvern. Wyverns are small 


Luna’s companions—the titanic Varga & the metamorph, Roco 


411 


VinicDe 


The Love Story that SHOCKED JAPAN! 


Boy meets Girl... Girl is Alien. Boy 
saves Earth... Girl decides to marry 
him. Boy jilts Girl... Girl gets mad. 
And when Girl gets mad... ZZZAAAP! 


AnimEigo is proud to announce the U.S. 
release of the one and only... 


URUSENYATSURA 


Two tapes per month, every month, starting 
in October '92. On the first Wednesday of 
the month, a tape containing 4 25-minute 
TV episodes. And on the third Wednesday, 
a tape containing either a Movie or one or 
two OVA's. All tapes only $39.95 each. 


Join the UY Club and save a bundle! 
Select either the TV tapes, the Movie/OVA tapes, or both. 
We'll send them to you monthly and bill your VISA or MC 
only $32.00 per tape; a full 20% off list, and we pick up the 
postage! You can stop at any time; your only obligation is 
to purchase 3 tapes the first year (with 196 TV episodes to 
do, it's going to take us 4 years or so to finish them all!) If 
you prefer not to use a credit card, you can join by prepay- 
ing $96.00 for the first three tapes. 


Lum : (Alien Princess, species “Onii Hystericus”). 
Usual Habitats: Flying Saucers, Ataru Moroboshi's 
closet, and Tomobiki High School. Unique features: 
Horns on head. Ability to fly. High-voltage High- 
amperage electrical source. WARNING: excessive 
exposure to Lum can cause life-threatening bouts 
of laughter, the only known cure for which is reading 
really depressing Russian novels. 


And don't forget our other great Anime releases: Bubblegum Crisis, the cyberpunk classic (8 episodes, $34.95 
each). Bubblegum Crash, the sequel to Crisis (3 episodes, $34.95 each). Hurricane Live 2032 and 2033, 
the Crisis music video albums ($19.95 each; 2033 released 10/15/92). MADOX-01, the robot suit parody, $39.95. 
Riding Bean, the high-octane action adventure, $34.95. Vampire Princess Miyu, elegant horror, Japanese 
style (2 volumes, 2 episodes per volume, $39.95, or all together on LD for $64.95). Kimagure Orange Road, the 
psychic love-comedy (4 volumes, 2 OVA's per volume, plus the theatrical film, $39.95 each, monthly from 7/1/92). 
Bayscape 2042, the Anime Expo Fan Film, $11.95. Posters, T-Shirts and Original Animation Cels also available. 


And... STOP THE PRESSES! We are pleased and proud to 


announce the upcoming release of the BUBBLEGUM CRISIS 
LASERDISC COLLECTION. The entire series, all 8 episodes, plus the 
two Hurricane Live music videos, collected on 4 CLV Laserdiscs, released 
monthly from 11/15/92. Each disc is only $64.95, and you can advance 
order the entire set for only $220 (until 11/15/92). What's more, if you have 
already purchased one or more Bubblegum Crisis tapes, send in the color 
wraps from each package for an additional discount of $10 a wrap (limit 8, no 
duplications, advance orders only). In order to ensure the highest possible 
fidelity, and incorporate the improvements in subtitling technology we have 
made over the last year, we intend to remaster and resubtitle many of the 
episodes onto D2 Digital tape specifically for this release! 


. 3 THE BEST MOVIES YOU'VE EVER READ! 
Nn / mM E, / 9g O P. O. Box 989, Wilmington NC 28402-0989 


Phone: (919) 251-1850 Fax: (919) 763-2376 


Winner of the Anime Expo '92 Awards for Best Dubbing or Subtitling Company & Best Dubbed or Subtitled OVA. 


flying dragons that hurl fireballs. Miru 
and his group arrive in time to slice a 
bunch of them up, but there are just too 
many. They wreak havoc on the grounds 
of the mayor’s house. 

Ril suffers a near miss and is so 
startled that she shape-changes into 
her natural form. Roco is also affected 
and the two hurl insults at one another 
over the fact that they’re both animals. 

Miru, who’s been told about Luna 
by Bato Robis, warns her not to summon 
Varga. There’s noalternative, soshe does. 
It’s a sight that impresses everyone. 

Varga makes short work of the 
wyvern, in the end blasting them out of 
the sky with his ultrasonic voice. Un- 
fortunately, his activation awakens 
another major demon that had been 
sleeping in the Bay of Rogurian. 


EPISODE 3 

A battle erupts between Luna/Vargaand 
“Cross Serpent Varga,” the seaserpentin 
the bay. Though it is tough, Varga turns 
outto be tougher. It takes a while but the 
pair finally defeat the serpent. 

Lunachanges back into human form 
and is greeted by Ril. Ril, it turns out, is 
not only a rabbit, prostitute and thief, 
she’s also happily bisexual. Luna barely 
manages to escape being seduced when 
Miru comes looking for her. The group 
adds Gilbert, who has fallen in lust with 
Rapier, and travels on to Dambas. 

Outside the gates of Dambas, Luna’s 
group encounters yet another magician. 
This one is a golem master employed by 
Dambas. He raises an army of stone 
golems but they only deter Luna’s party 
for a few minutes. Gilbert summons a 
flight of wyverns and the battle is joined. 

Luna and Miru manage to break 
away and head forthe centerof Dambas. 
Before they enter the great hall, Miru 
warns Luna not to summon Varga in- 
side. Like at Rogurian, summoning 
Varga will activate any nearby demons, 
including the “Evil One.” 

The two of them go inside and find 
that Vina is unconscious on top of a 
floating platform. There’s a second 
floating platform that holds a sword 
imbedded in it. The “Evil One’s” ava- 
tar attacks, nearly getting Luna. 


EPISODE 4 
We return to the attack on Luna. The 
avatar is apparently trying to get Luna 
to transform so that the fallout will fully 
free the “Evil One.” Direct attacks on 
her are unsuccessful, but when it fi- 
nally gets her pinned bya fallen column 
and threatens Vina, Luna has no choice 
but to summon Varga. 

As expected, Varga’s arrival frees 
the “Evil One” who happens to be a 
“Dark Varga.” Dark Varga gains an 
immediate advantage in that he can 
drain Varga’s power. He uses his own 
voice blast to attack Luna and Varga, 
but only succeeds in leveling large ex- 
panses of Dambas. 

Miru, meanwhile, is wandering 
around in the great hall. He retrieves the 
sword that was imbedded in the floating 
platform, which has now fallen. The 
sword turns out to be the legendary 
“Slayer of Vargas.” He takes Slayer of 
Vargas out in search of Dark Varga. 

Luna meets up with Miru and they 
devise a trap to get Dark Varga. The 
trap succeeds and Miru stabs Dark 
Varga through one eye with Slayer of 
Vargas, reducing him to a near-form- 
less puddle. 

They run to each other and Miru 
lets her try swinging Slayer of Vargas. 
As she plays with the sword, he notices 
that Luna’s dragon tail is fading away. 

Just as they start to embrace, a 
portion of Dark Varga comes back to 
life and grabs Miru. Luna tries to sum- 
mon Varga butcan no longer do so. She 
takes Slayer of Vargas and plunges it 
into what remains of Dark Varga, re- 
leasing whatamounts toa nuclear blast. 
The blast apparently consumes Luna, 
Miru and most of Dambas. 

As it turns our, there is little need 
forconcern. The ending credits forthe 
conclusion are subtly different than 
for preceding episodes. Luna awak- 
ens under a tree to find Miru bending 
over her. It’s assumed they live hap- 
pily ever after. 
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ol Bianca was originally a 

popular computer RPG (role- 

playing game) from video 
game giant NEC Avenue, which later 
produced the oav series. Among anime 
notables involved in this production 
were character designer and animation 
director Naoyuki Onda (character de- 
signer for To-y and Nineteen and 
animation director for Iron Ogre) and 
the director for the first Oav, Katsuji 


Akiyama (Bubblegum Crisis). 
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RIM DERAPIS: A young boy 
searching for his lost mother. 
He holds a secret that plunges 
him and the Karza Bianca 
into grave peril. 


DR. MELANION DERAPIS: 
Rim’s father is a captive scien- 
tist-engineer supervising the 
mining operation on Uno un- 
der the yoke of Batolos’ 
legions. He’s also leader of 
the local resistance. 


BATOLOS: Th fary dic- 
tator of the ~Uno-Tres 
planetary systems A patho- 
logically cruel “and ruthless 
individual, with a galaxy- 
wide reputation for tyranny. 


Somewhere in deep space, a young 
stowaway is aboard a smuggling vessel 
on his way to the planet 77es. 

Suddenly, the ship is overwhelmed 
by an attacker with amazing capabili- 
ties. From the attacker comes a raiding 
party who board it, neutralize the crew 
and transfer the cargo containers to 
their own ship, one of which contains 
young Rim. The poor stowaway is left 
wondering about his fate. 

Aboard the pirate ship, he wonders 
what could be going on outside. “The 
voices are all girls. | wonder if we're on 
Tres yet?” He realizes to his horror that 
he is on the pirates’ ship just when the 
girls decide to open his container. 

Later, in Sol Bianca’s atrium, a 
frustrated May gives up questioning 
the boy, who will only say that his 
name is Rim, and “I want to go to 
Tres.” First Jani and then April try 
winning his trust. January finally sug- 
gests throwing him out with the rest of 
their space trash, which upsets May. 
April manages to force him to tell her 
where he came from: “Uno.” In be- 
tween admiring herself in her new 
dress, June explains. 

The boy is from Uno, in the twin 
planet system of Uno and Tres in the 
F-63 solar system. Five years ago, the 
two planets fought a war. Tres won, 
and Batolos became military dictator 
of both worlds. June’s sources say noth- 
ing good about him. 

On Tres, Batolos is proving his 
penchant for sadism, as one by one 
prisoners are executed while he and an 
approving crowd applaud. On Uno, Dr. 
Derapis oversees a brutal mining op- 
eration while heand his colleagues plot 
what could be their planet’s liberation. 

After a trip to an airlock, courtesy of 
April, Rim decides to go pro-active. Hop- 
ing that playing on the girls’ greed will 
get him a ride to Tres, he reveals that a 
treasure is located in Batolos’ headquar- 
ters/castle—including the Gnosis, the 
fabled Golden Box containing the knowl- 


edge of God, according to June. When 
February asks if he’s telling the truth, 
Rim snidely remarks “I'll tell you when 
you take me there.” This carns him 
another airlock session, but the girls 
decide to go to Tres. 

Arriving in the F-63 system, they 
are attacked by Batolos’ battle fleet. 
Due to June’s inexperience the ship 
sustains damage. The ship’s dimen- 
sion motoralso refuses to work because 
the onboard computer identifies Rim 
as an alien intelligence. On Feb’s or- 
der, Jannic, April, and a reluctant June 
take Rim by shuttlecraft to Tres so that 
they can continue their journey while 
Feband May take the ship out of harm’s 
way. Batolos looks on in awe as Sol 
Bianca, without benefit of the space 
gates normally used for interstellar 
travel, warps away from his fleet. 

On Tres, the landing party is am- 
bushed and captured. They are sent to 
Batolos’ castle, a huge fortress in the 
middle of Tres’ capital. They are 
brought before Batolos himself and the 
dictator grants Rim’s unspoken wish. 
The group view the fabulous treasure 
of Tres, including Batolos’ macabre 
“collection”, an exhibit of beautiful 
women who have been turned into 
carbon—frozen living statues. Among 
them is Rim’s mother. 

Batolos, it turns out, owns the 
smuggling ship that they raided earlier. 
He is surprised to discover that the 
ruthless pirates he was expecting are 
actually three lovely ladies with access 
to a very special ship. Under these 
circumstances, he generously offers the 
girls a deal; Sol Bianca’s drive system 
would give him the means to galactic 
conquest. Return his property and turn 
the ship over to him, and he will let 
them and their sisters live. 

A defiant April rejects his offer. 
Enraged. Batolos strikes her, then or- 
ders the group imprisoned in the castle 
where they will await their execution. 

In their cell, a sympathetic April 
reassures Rim, whose reason for want- 


TO THE DESCENDENTS OF MANKIND INTHE UNIVERSE. . . 


ing to come to Tres is now apparent. 
She promises to get the treasure and 
rescue his mother, if he will only be- 
lieve in her. Meanwhile, a frantic June 
re-establishes radio contact with Feb 
who has docked the ship in Tres’ arti- 
ficial planetring. Feb promises to rescue 
them—as soon as she can figure out 
how without power or weapons (she 
and May still have a few repairs to do). 

Back on Uno, Dr. Derapis and his 
cohorts plan their revolt, timed to coin- 
cide with the phases of the next 
planetary eclipse. Their plan: to seize 
the mining operation using guerrilla 
teams and turn the mass drivers into 
powerful weapons. With the right data 
fed into the guidance computers, they 
can aim destructive projectiles at vari- 
ous points on Tres, including the capital 
and Batolos’ headquarters. Unfortu- 
nately many innocents will dic, 
including many hostages from Uno. 
Among them, Derapis knows, are his 
wife and probably his missing son. 

‘The next day, Rim is left in the 
cell, and the trio are marched before 
the executioner. An unlucky June is 
about to be the first to feel the ax, when 
they are rescued by Feb’s nerve-wrack- 
ing marksmanship. Fleeing the 
stadium, they manage a daring escape 
to their shuttle and then back to their 
orbiting home. 

A flustered Batolos receives more 
bad news: Uno is ina state of revolt. He 
then orders his castle—actually aspace- 
ship/battlestation—launched and his 
battle fleet assembled. 

After recovering from their escape, 
April pleads with her sisters to go back 
to Tres. Failing, she retires to herroom. 
There, she remembers Rim’s promise 
to believe in her and decides to go on 
her own to rescue him. 

Just as she is about to leave, the 
others appear. For treasure, Rim and 


love for one another they decide to risk 
all that they have. April is overjoyed. 

Back on Uno, things couldn’t be 
worse. Realizing the rebels’ plot, 
Batolos has surrounded the planet with 
his battle fleet. Concentrating their 
fire, they first destroy the mass drivers 
and then gradually reduce the planetto 
rubble. An apparently invincible 
Batolos gloats in his power. 

Suddenly, the fleet is attacked by a 
strange vessel. Itsawesome powerleaves 
Batolos cringing. One by one, his ships 
are destroyed, until only the castle/ 
battlestation itself is left to be boarded. 
Once inside, the girls split into three 
parties. April and January hunt out 
Batolos, May in her mechanical suit goes 
torescue Rim, and February and June go 
after the treasure. 

April and January make it to the 
command deck as May recovers Rim 
and then goes looking for her sisters. 
She makes it just in time to turn the 
situation on the deck into chaos by 
crashing in and accidentally setting off 
herordnance. Meanwhile, Feband June 
penetrate the treasure chamber. After 
they report their success, May, Rim 
and January are soon on their way. 

As February collects the treasure, 
June begins de-carbonizing Batolos’ “col- 
lection” starting with Rim’s mother. April 
alone is leftto deal vengeance on Batolos. 

The now helpless and cringing ty- 
rant is paralyzed by what has happened 
to his fleet and his fortunes, and ex- 
pects only the worst from her. April, 
however, merely returns the treatment 
he gave her, then leaves to rejoin the 
others as Batolos lapses into hysterics. 

Sol Bianca sails away from the 
battlefield. Unfortunately, Batolos has 
one more surprise. Unleashing the bio- 
energy reserves in the castle/ 
battlestation, he turns it into a massive 
energy cannon with enough power to 
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Days later, back 
family is reunited. He dream going 
back into space and meeting the Sol 
Bianca again. 

On the ship of Rim’s desire, the 
girls are inspecting the Gnosis, and find 
only images of a planet and some odd 
messages. “Long ago, the third planet 
in the solar system launched a galactic 
exploration rocket, sending messages 
to other lifeforms in the vast universe.” 
Their initial disappointment turns to 
awe at the beauty of the images they 
see, the great gift of the third planet. 

April reads, “To the descendants 
of mankind in the universe. This is the 
legacy from the mother planet in a 
faraway place beyond the time.” 


SOL BIANCA Z 


A starliner navigates its way through a 
protected sector. In addition to its pas- 
sengers and regular cargo the liner 
carries a special shipment of pasha, the 
most valuable substance in the known 
universe. The two kilos of it the pasha 
dealer, Mr. Hunter, is carrying onboard 
are enough to buya planet. Sucha prize 
would attract any pirate. 

Detecting an intruder, apparently 
an energy mining craft, the ship goes to 
red alert. Despite this, the crew is re- 
laxed, thanks to heightened patrols by 
the Space Navy protecting them from 
external threats. Unfortunately, an in- 
ternal threat emerges. The intruder 
wipes out the crew, then turns off the 
ship’s energy shields. 

‘The Karza Bianca also has its eyes on 
the pasha. In the liner’s dining area, Feb 


INA FARAWAY PLACE BEYOND THE TIME. 
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and Jani gorge themselves as April comes 
to tell them she’s located Hunter in room 
486. As April protests thatshe hasn't eaten 
yet, the other two drag her along in their 
attempt to comer Mr. Hunter. 

Alongside the liner, the Sol Bianca 
cruises undetected. Aboard, May and 
June are making mischief. June manages 
to crack Jani’s electronic diary, revealing 
a past Jani very different from the one 
they're used to. Meanwhile, from the 
“mining ship,” a probe reaches out and 
punches through the liner’s outer hull. 
From there, a boarding party equipped 
with transmaterial devices penetrates into 
the ship and unleashes havoc. 

In 486, the group meets with 
Hunter and offers to buy his pasha. 
Two things make the pasha valuable, 
its rarity (only 3,000 tons are known to 
exist throughout the universe)and its 
properties as an energy-enhancer. 
Wearing aring of pasha alloy, Feb gen- 
erates enough kinetic force to smash a 
table. Likewise, an engine coated in 
pasha would have its power output in- 
creased enormously. 

Feb offers half a planet for the 
pasha. When Hunter declares a no- 
sale, they decide to take the pasha from 
him. Under Jani’s energy blade he re- 
plies “Yuri Shuraba sent you, didn’t 
he? Yuri Shuraba is trying to take all the 
pasha for himself. I don’t know what 
he’s upto.” The girls have no idea what 
he’s talking about. 

Just then, Hunter’s “associates” 
arrive. As theirinside man, Hunter plans 
to accompany the pirates as they take 
the pasha. Unfortunately for him, as 
the girls watch from a concealed van- 
tage point, Hunter’s associates 
terminate their agreement (and him) 
and mind-drain the safe’s combination 
from his dying brain. 

Jani gets drafted into getting the 
combination. In doing so, she manages 
to give their presence away. Gomez 
recognizes them and a firefight erupts. 
The girls gain the upper hand and a 
captive Gomez is forced to aid them in 
getting the pasha. Unfortunately, Feb 
can’t raise June on the radio. 

Gomez turns the tables on the girls 
by using the radiation from one of the 


transdimensional devices to ignite their 
clothing. He strikes Jani, then locks the 
girls in the room. 

As the emergency signal flashes on 
their screen, May and June are finally 
roused to action. Back in 486, Feb, Jani 
and April manage to break out. Jani 
seems more upset about Gomez’ strik- 
ing her than the lost pasha. “Who does 
that bastard think he is, hitting me like 


GOMEZ: A ruthless pirate 
who encounters the Karza 
Bianca while attempting 
| to steal a shipment of pa- 
m= sha, the most valuable 
substance in the known 


‘universe. Among his 
* weapons are trans-dimen- 
sional “worms” capable 
f wreaking havoc in ship 


that. I’m a woman, dammit!” April re- 
plies “I can see his point.” 

Gomez rushes into the dining area 
to gather his surviving gang members. 
There hesees the Sol Biancaas it warps 
through the liner, bearing down on him. 
Trapped, he is forced to surrender the 
pasha to Jani, who tells him “The cops 
are coming. Hope you enjoy prison!” 
As the Sol Bianca moves away from the 
starliner, Gomez orders his ship to fire 
on it. The projectiles apparently find 
their mark. “I’ll remember this, Sol 
Bianca!” Gomez screams. 

Back in the Sol Bianca rec room, May 
and June do their best to cover up their 
negligence. A battered Jani is having none 
of it, and immediately goes for June. 


Jani: What were you doing all that 
time? 

June: I was on schedule. I was 
confirming the SOS signal. 

Jani: That’s a poor excuse. Do you 
think we’re stupid? 

June: No one said we had to be on 
time. You’re the one who told me we 
had to wait until you were finished. 

Jani: What was that? 

June: You’re always blaming me! 

Just as Feb stops her from laying 
into June, Jani finds her diary. She 
knocks June across the room, but June 
manages to cool her off. Below decks, 
the projectiles from the pirate ship re- 
lease their payloads. he 
transdimensional worms infiltrate the 
ship’s infrastructure. 

June storms back to her room. She 
tries to confide in G, the ship’s 
supercomputer, but hears no response. 
“Oh, I get it. You’re ignoring me too. 
Well I don’t care.” Then she suddenly 
falls ill. 

All the crew except a still bitter 
Jani gather around June. There seems 
to be nothing they can do, especially 
with G mysteriously down. A delirious 
June calls up images from her past. 
There is the apparition of a fleet of 
ships like the Sol Bianca, destroyed by 
some mysterious force; there is also her 
first meeting with April and Feb. 
“G...how happy it was...traveling with 
friends. Who are you? Who? Did you 
betray me? How sudden!” 

Helpless, Feb and April decide to 
retire. In her room, April is drawn by a 
mysterious blue light. She peers into a 
monitor port, and sees something wrig- 
gling inside. When it bursts out, she 
destroys it with a blaster and wonders 
if this is what caused G to go down. 
Meanwhile, the Sol Bianca is detected 
and its position plotted by a police 
monitoring station. 

Later, as the Karza Bianca finish 
off the last worms, the police fleet man- 
ages to catch up with and board them. 
Feband April decide to surrender. April 
assigns Jani and May to take care of 
June while they go aboard the police 
base. They hope to stall for time until 
the ship repairs itself. 
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Atthe police base, Sol Bianca (whose 
outer hull is made of pasha) is based 
alongside otherimpounded ships, among 
them Gomez’ disguised raider. Feb and 
April are brought before the hologram of 
a mysterious person who calls himself 
Yuri Shuraba and who seems to know 
them from the past. His authority is such 
thathe immediately takes the Sol Bianca 
from the hands of the police and arranges 
a charter ship for the crew. 

In response to May’s pleas, Jani 
sneaks herand June to the base’s medi- 
cal ward. The doctor who examines her 
discovers that she isn’t human. There 
is also a glimpse of the Sol Bianca’s 
computer G, which bears a striking 
resemblance to June. 

hen June recovers, the trio 
UI return to Sol Bianca. There, 

they notice three things. First that 
the blue light is gone, meaning that the 
ship has repaired itself. Second, that Feb 
and April are being led away to a waiting 
ship. Third, that Gomez and his gang 
have escaped and that Gomez is above 
them ready for some payback time. 
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Suddenly, June confronts Gomez. 
In response to her orders, Sol Bianca 
awakes and breaks free of its moorings. 
Jani, May and June joyfully reboard their 
ship and take up stations. Escaping from 
the police base, they pursue Feb and 
April’s departing ship, and catch it just 
before it enters its jump gate. 

Using the ship’s energy systems, 
they first cut the ship up, then form a 
life bubble around Feb and April. Just 
as they are about to recover their com- 
panions, a vengeful Gomez returns and 
places his ship in front of theirs. Unfor- 
tunately for him, the vast power of the 
Sol Bianca thwarts his plans and ends 
his life. As the Sol Bianca warps away 
with Feb and April, the jump energy 
consumes their enemy. 

Somewhere in space, Yuri Shuraba 
stands before what appears to be an 
unconscious twin of June. In the back- 
ground lurks the silent form of another 
Sol Bianca. “Noah, P've found your 
wings. It’s time for you to awake. It’s 
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MOBILE SUIT GUNDAM 0083: 
STARDUST MEMORIES VOL. II 
Music by Mitsuo Ogita 
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As the video series enters it’s second 
phase the music has taken another 
quantum leap in quality. In this second 
volume of the Stardust Memories mu- 
sic MIO comes on board with new 
opening and closing themes. MIO has 
provided vocals for some of the best 
anime shows in history and surpris- 
ingly this is her first Gundam project. 
She performs Japanese and English 
versions of the opening song, Men of 
Destiny/Obhivion as well as the closing 
theme Evergreen/Star Bright. English 
lyrics are courtesy of long time anime 
gaijin lyricist Linda Hennrick. While 
Ms. Hennrick’s lyrics for Star Bright 
are not terribly inspired, her lyrics for 
Oblivion are some of her best. 
Oblivion’s lyrics are an emotionally 
apocalyptic lyric that captures the in- 
tensity of the Gundam storyline. The 
song has the same arrangement as Men 
of Destiny, a heavily synthesized heavy 
metal arrangement. MIO once again 
proves that she has one of the most 
powerful voices in Japanese pop music. 
Its unfortunate that she wasn’t chosen 
to sing the first opening theme. Ever- 
green and Start Bright show the slower 
more soulful side to the singer. 


The instrumentals on the album 
are Slower and darker than those on 
volume. While more melodic than the 
first album, the music still relies on 
synthesized orchestrations thatconveys 
thé grand scope of the story while pro- 
vidinga technological flavor in keeping 
with the technological Sci-Fi elements 
of Gundam. The standout instrumen- 
tal however, is Zhe Naval Review, which 
is clearly a re-working of James 
Horner’s score for the U.S. film G/ory. 
This doesn’t seem to be a simple case 
of plagiarism however, since the place 
at which this music appears is very 
similar to the opening battle in Glory 
where the Union suffers a tremendous 
defeat despite having overwhelming 
numbers. This seems to bea deliberate 
paralle] demonstrated through music. 

Othermemorable tracks include the 
opening track The Earth Circle a slow 
beautiful but melancholy synthesizer 
track that reflects the beauty of space 
and the solar system. Its emotional com- 
panion piece is Nina Pupleton, the story’s 
romantictheme for the second half of the 
series. Again it is a slow and melancholy 
piece with some acoustic piano in the 
latter half of the track. 

This is simply one of the best 
Gundam soundtracks available. If you 
haven’t heard MIO before, this album 
is a good introduction and a good buy. 
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PATLABOR THE MOVIE: 
INQUEST 


Music by Kenji Kawai 
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The music for the Patlabor movie “In- 
quest” is much darker than the music 
produced for the ova series that led up 
to the film or the Tv series which fol- 
lowed. Produced almost entirely on 
synthesizers and performed by Kawai 
himself the score nevertheless contains 
some stand-out tracks. The best of the 
lot is the End Title theme which has a 
great synthesizer riff. Unfortunately 
since the plot of “Inquest” is that of a 
cyberpunk mystery, much of the music 
is slow and filled with slightly off kilter 
melodies for the darker scenes. 
Strangely enough, it is the action 
music which makes up the best mo- 
ments of the album. Whether they 
simply stand out more strongly com- 
pared to the macabre nature of the 
slower tracks or that they are simply 
better written and performed pieces of 
music is a highly personal call. Overall 
there isn’t that much to describe musi- 
cally. Anyone who has heard the music 
from the Patlabor series is familiar with 
Kenji Kawai’s style. Most tracks are 
built around heavy amounts of synthe- 
sizers with just enough electric guitar 


and acoustic percussion to give the 
music an organic feel. If there is a fault 
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with most of Patlabor’s music is that 
there are very few memorable melo- 
dies. In the case of “Inquest” the best 
of these are contained in the action 
music. So if you prefer your soundtracks 
to be upbeat this may not be the album 
for you, but when the music does pick 


it is at its best. 
up it is at its best 912-94 


melody and arrangements make for 
great listening. 

The pop songs are so blandly 
middle of the road that they really aren’t 
worth much discussion. Overall, the 
instrumentals make it worth listening 
to. Now what they'll put on the other 
three albums is anybody’s guess. 
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3 X 3 EYES: VAMPIRE PRINCESS MIYU 
CHAPTER 1 MUSIC COLLECTION 
Music by Kaoru Wada Music by Eri Tsukamoto 
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The main problem with many anime 
soundtrack albums has been the inabil- 
ity to properly marry orchestral 
arrangements with pop music tracks. 
This is the problem with this first 
soundtrack album from the four part OVA 
series. Of the eleven tracks on this al- 
bum there are four pop songs, three 
featuring the Takada Band and two 
with singer Megumi Hayashibara (who 
is also Pai’s voice actress). The problem 
is that none of the songs seem to fit in 
with the nature of the story. As a result, 
the upbeat pop songs are in stark con- 
trast to the dark, moody instrumentals. 

The instrumentals are some of the 
most imaginative in recent memory. 
Because the focus of the story is on an 
obscure race of Tibetan demons, there 
is an exotic Southeast Asian influence 
in the compositions. While the 
instrumentals are overwhelmingly 
dark, the exotic elements in terms of 


* Naoko Watanabe was the voice of Miyu 


The music for this four part OVA is a 
subtle departure from most recent 
anime BGM’s. While most recent scores 
have used synthesizers almost exclu- 
sively (this keeps production costs 
down) most have used them to emulate 
orchestral instruments. The music in 
Miyu however, embraces the tonal 
quality of the synthesizer to give the 
music its unearthly feel. This can be 
heard most clearly in the Opening theme 
and in Ravia’s Theme. 

Overall the music is very melodic 
although almost uniformly downbeat. 
Arrangements are all focused on key- 
board and synthesized percussion 
sequences. Guitars are only featured 
on the few upbeat action tracks. On 
these pieces the music bears a strong 
resemblance to thescore from Patlabor- 
The Movie composed by Ken Kawai. 

The slower the tempo however 
the stonger the “other worldly” feel of 
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the music. The rhythm tracks are all 
simple percussion with a slightly ur- 
gent feel that makes the listener expect 
the music to build to an uptempo cre- 
scendo. The higher pitched synthesized 
voices however, counterbalance the 
rhythm tracks with creative melody 
lines that capture the feeling of the 
supernatural. This is an extremely suc- 
cessful combination and works well on 
the majority of the album. 

Also interspersed on the album are 
several melancholy piano tracks thathelp 
to counter balance the electronic feel of 
thealbum. The last track on the album is 
the song Miyu by Naoko Watanabe*. A 
re-working of the series Ending Theme, 
it is sung in a “little girl” voice by idol 
singer Watanabe and the vocal is the low 
pointinan otherwise interesting if down- 
beat soundtrack album and a 
disappointing end to the album. Overall 
a creative and interesting album that 
only suffers from a preoccupation with 
the melancholy aspects of its story. 
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NEW CD RELEASES 


JO HISAISHI SYMPHONIC BEST SELECTION 
Toemi 
TOCT-6675 © ¥3000 
GUNDAM 0083: ORIGINAL SOUNDTRACK BOX 
Victor Music Entertainment 
VICL-40038~40039 ¢ ¥4500 
STARDUST ORIGINAL SOUNDTRACK 
Victor Music Entertainment 
VICL-2092 © ¥2000 
GENJI ORIGINAL SOUNDTRACK 
SOHBI 
SHCU-1015 © ¥3200 
GAIAGEAR ORIGINAL SOUNDTRACK 1 
Bondai Visual 
BCCM-0017 © ¥3000 
BASTARD! MUSIC COLLECTION 1 
Pioneer LDC 
PIDL-1057 © ¥3000 
VIDEO GIRL Al: MEMORIES 
Victor Music Group 
VICL-316 © ¥3000 
LE EGs ENDS RA 
Pioneer LOC 
PICA-1002 © ¥3000 
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animation and manga. It was held on Labor Day weekend, August 28- 


The 1500-odd fans who attended were 


treated to five Guests of Honor including 


September 2, at the Red Lion Hotel in San Jose, CA. The principal sponsors were Japanese media 


Haruhiko Mikimoto, character designer 


giant Gainax, Studio Proteus and the founders of the SF Bay Area science fiction convention, 
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From ArimeCon 97 to Arime Expo'92 


by james matali 
2 ord 
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for Macross, and Kenichi Sonoda, charac 


BayCon. That first convention’s chairman was BayCon’s founder, John MacLaughlin. 


ter designer for Bubblegum Crisis and 
Gall Force. There was also a dealer’s room 
packed with anime memorabilia, three 


video channels that piped anime through 


2 the hotel’s channels 24 hours a day, a 24- 


hour film room that showed 35 mm and 16 

™m prints of everybody’s favorite anime, 
azzling art room, endless sketch lines, 
short everything an anime fan ever 
ated was crammed into one building 
one short holiday weekend. 

Well the fans and guests left, the staff 
packed up, and the year after that, on July 
4th weekend came Anime Expo’92. And 
alot of confused people were asking, were 


they the same thing? And if not, what else 


hizabeth baler changed besides the name? 


TABLE! TABLE! 


V.Max’s copy 
editer Miss 
Elizabeth 
Bales with 
production 
manager John 
Williams 11 


photo courtesy of 
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‘To answer both questions at once, 
shortly before the end of ’91 (why this 
happened still puzzles everyone in- 
volved) AnimeCon’s Board of Directors 
and Con Staff split into two separate 
entities. The BoD formed AnimeCon 
Corporation and retained title to, among 
other things, the name AnimeCon. 
The con staff formed its own non- 
profit corporation, The Society for the 
Promotion of Japanese Animation, and 
set forth to hold their own convention 
which they decided to name Anime 
Expo. Expo 92’s chairman was Mike 
Tatsugawa, AnimeCon’s vice chair 
and founder of Cal Animage, one of 
the largest anime fan networks in the 
U.S. Expo’s sponsors included Books 
Nippan, U.S. Renditions, LA Hero 
and Viz Communications. 

This year’s Guests of Honor were 
Haruhiko Mikimoto, Gundam creator 
Yoshiyuki Tomino, Buichi Terasawa 
of Space Cobraand Midnight EyeGokuu 
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fame, and Keiji Nakazawa, creator of 
Barefoot Gen. A fourth GoH, Gundam 
0080 and 0083 producer Minoru 
Takanashi, was unable to attend due to 
alost passport. American guests included 
artists Lea Hernandezand Ben Dunn, 
creator of Ninja High Schooland founder 
of Antarctic Press. 

Sono, AnimeConand Anime Expo 
were not the same entity. Granted, the 
same staff worked both events and 
memberships purchased at one were 
redeemable at the other. Apart from 
the name change, however, there 
should have been little apparent differ- 
ence to someone who attended both. 


EXPO HIGHLIGHTS 

Among the highlights of this second 
convention devoted to Japanese ani- 
mation and manga were the film 
premieres of Buichi Terasawa’s Kabuto 
and the first chapter of the new Giant 
Robo ova series. For the first time any- 


where, including Japan, these features 
were shown on the big screen in Anime 
Expo’s film room. 

Another premiere of note was 
BayScape 2042. This amazing fan-pro- 
duced 15-minute video was received 
with wild applause at the opening cer- 
emonies, and was shown on AXTV’s 
video channels throughout the Expo. 
Videotape copies were also available at 
the AnimEigotable in the dealer’s room. 
Kudos to both AnimEigo and Running 
Ink Productions for a historic addition 
to American anime fandom’s increas- 
ingly colorful history. 

American anime companies were 
also present in force during the Expo, 
mostly in the crowded dealer’s room. 
AnimEigo premiered their subtitled 
versions of the Orange Road ova’s, and 
announced their plan to subtitle the 
entire run of Urusei Yatsura TV epi- 
sodes, ova’s and movies. U.S. Manga 
Corps premiered their subtitled ver- 
sions of Dominion Acts III and IV, the 
second Urusei Yatsura movie, Beautiful 
Dreamer, and SuperGa/. Last but not 
least, U.S. Renditions premiered their 
English-dubbed Macross IT, Orguss and 
Guyver episodes, and even produced a 
limited edition run of specially pack- 
aged videotapes exclusively for sale at 
Anime Expo. 

Other segments of the Expo ran 
extremely well. The artshow benefitted 
from sponsor LA Hero’s generosity. In 
addition to art flats jammed with excel- 
lent fan art, an entire wall was devoted 
to anime cells and original art by nu- 
merous artists including GoH Haruhiko 
Mikimoto. Of special note were origi- 
nal cells produced for the charity art 
auction by Yoshiyuki Tomino. 

AXTV managed to run three 24- 
hour tracks of anime programming on 
the hotel’s internal TV channels, to the 
delight of their fellow fans. The Anime 
Expo Game Show, a fan production 
based on MTV’s Remote Contro/ game 
show, ran for all three nights of the 
Expo. It was an exceptionally well- 
produced, zany feature thatentertained 
scores of attendees. The Masquerade 
Contest was also a huge success that 
displayed the best in fan costumes 
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based on favorite anime characters. 


Midnight Madness, aka the Expo tech 
crew with time on their hands, enliv- 
ened the wee hours with outrageous 
fan-dubbed parodies of favorite shows 
such as Robotech 3.1—Not Necessarily 
The Sentinels, and Ranma ',. 

One feature of the Con that was 
noticeably absent from the Expo were 
long lines in front of the GoH sketch 
tables. An original plan to sell GoH 
sketches forcharity purposes fell through 
at the last minute, and GoH signing lines 
showed the lack of publicity and plan- 
ning that resulted. Congratulations to all 
those who managed to get sketches or 
signatures from their favorite creators. 

One new tradition was the Anime 
Expo Awards. This year’s winners and 
categories included AnimEigo for best 
subbing/dubbing company, the En- 
glish-dubbed Macross II as best Anime 
Expo premiere, and Nadia as the favor- 
ite female anime character. 


NEXT YEAR 

Currently, an Anime Expo '93 is defi- 
nitely in the works for the Fourth of 
July weekend at an as yet unnamed 
location in the S.F. Bay Area. Further 
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details, including confirmed guests and 
special events, will be announced as 
planning is completed. Please stay in 
touch with fan networks and distribu- 
tors for future Expo news. 

The past reorganization of Con into 
Expo was not the product of some hypo- 
thetical fan feud. On the contrary, all 
those who were involved in either retain 
a determination to put on the best show 
possible for anime and manga fandom in 
1993, and refuse to let politics intervene. 
We all realize that an anime fandom 
break-up, with fan groups bickering and 
breaking offand neglecting common in- 
terests, would be the worst possible thing 
at this moment in time and are working 
to avoid that. 

Anime fandom in this country is 
still in its infancy. It still needs num- 
bers and organizational maturity in order 
to make its prescence felt vis-a-vis its 
American and Japanese media parents. 
In that context, the importance of a 
well-run and consistent yearly anime 
and manga convention cannot be un- 
derrated. May Anime Expo, its 
traditions and memories, inspiration 
and accomplishments, be carried on for 
many years tocome. Mf 


CLEARING UP 
BLEMISHES 


Streamline Pictures has a number of upcoming theatrical film 
releases. Adouble feature of Manie Manieand Silent Mobius 
will be released in September. Manie Manie will be retitled 
as Neo-Tokyo, said Carl Macek, co-founder of Streamline. 
“Manie Manie doesn’t mean anything; it’s not a catchy. 
title.” Golgo 13: The Professional will premiere in October. 
Yojutoshi (Beast City) will be released in December. 

Streamline is now closing the deal for a nostalgia- 
oriented Speed Racer feature, Macek said. The Speed 
Racer Show will consist of 2- or 3-part Speed Racer 
television episodes edited into a feature-length produc- 
tion. Streamline will add vintage cartoons at the beginning 
as well as vintage advertisements. “ Speed Racer is one 
of the first shows that holds up very well [as a film], 
especially in 35 mm format,” Macek said. 

On video, Streamline will release Fist of the North 
Star and Castle Cagliostro in September. One episode of 
Nadia will be released every six weeks. 3 X 3 Eyes will 
be released as a monthly miniseries in October. Stream- 
line also plans a Lupin special: the two Miyazaki television 
episodes will be released on individual videocassettes or 
ona single laser disc. 

“The stuff we're producing ourselves in English— 
people are beginning to see there’s value init,” Macek said. 

Streamline has also acquired Crying Freeman, Midnight 
Eye: Goku, and a new work, Doomed Megalopolis. 

Starting in October, Streamline willrelease Robotech 
on videotape. Macek said that a special, limited, fan 
edition will also be released. The special edition will 
consist of one or two Robotech episodes followed by the 
corresponding episodes, unedited, of the original Japa- 
nese series. “All the blemishes will be in there [the 
Japanese series],” Macek said. “It'll be very educational 
and will lay to rest the controversy over which is better 
without resorting to hearsay.” 

Streamline has also sold two items to television, The 
“Running Man” sequence from Manie Manie directed by 
Kawoajiri will appear on MTV’s Liquid Television, and Colonel 
Bleep, a 1950s show, will air on the late-night television 
show Nightflight. It will be syndicated, Macek said, gy 
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“VIOLENCE” AVERTED 


Robert Napton, associate producer for US Renditions, said that he 
was pleased with the audience’s reaction to the premiere of 
Macross Ii. 

“People weren’t raving, but the response was positive,” 
Napton said. “No one came up and made a negative comment—and 
no.one tried to punch me,” he said jokingly, adding, “Of course, 
we haven’t gotten through the [subtitling vs. dubbing] panel yet.” 

“| think we’re doing a good job with the dubbing; the reaction 

has been very favorable,” he said. “Having done subtitling, 
[dubbing] has been a new challenge. We’ve tried to meet it with 
respect for the material. 1 feel good about what we’ve done.” 

Upcoming releases include Iczer-1, parts 1 through 3, to be 
released on video this fall. Parts 1 and 2 will be available ona 


FANTASTIC 
FANIMATION 


For the second year in a row, American fans 
have produced an original animation short 
for the opening of a convention. BayScape 
2042, created by Running Ink Animation 
Productions, is a 15-minute video produced 
entirely by volunteers. 

“Itwasimportantto have an original style,” 
said David Ho, president of Running Ink and 
producer of the video. “I didn’t want to be 
compared too closely to Japanese artists.” 

Running Ink wanted fo create completely 
original characters, mecha, and background, as 
well as an original story, Ho said. 


The video was extremely difficult to make and 
single videocassette. Orguss will be released on 1.7 tapes over the wos in producion for six months. Because it was 
next 2 years. All of The Guyver and Macross II will eventually be produced by volunteers, Ho said, keeping up the 


released as well. 
Napton said he could not announce next year’s releases. Bf 


group's motivation was “a mojor obstade.” 

Ho's future plans are as yet not concrete. 
Running|nkisfreenow 
to take their work to 


From left: 
Buichi 
“Cobra” 
Terasawa, 
Yoshiyuki 
“Gundam” 
Tomine, and 
Haruhiko 
“Macross” 
Mikimote. 


source photos courtesy of 
Jeff Okamoto 
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thevideoindustry, and 
he says they hope to 
sell it. Ho also hopes 
foroverflow work from 
animation studios. 
“Theanimationin- 
dustry is haphazard in 
a way, because you 
never know where 
your nextjobis coming 
from. lt’ssounpredict- 
able,” Ho said. 
Hohopestodoani- 
mation for future 
conventions, though he 
admitted to some res- 
ervations:“Idon‘tmind 
doing another, but it 
has to be under differ- 
ent circumstances.” 7- 
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A Sensitive Artist Speaks 

At the subbing vs. dubbing panel at 
Anime Expo, Carl Macek told all the 
wonderful people who pay his salary 
what he thinks about them. “I don’t 
care what people have to say about my 
work. I’m an artist, and this is how I 
express myself.” Carlalso urged people 
who don’t like his work not to buy it. 
Carl also indicated that his marketing 
strategy was not directed towards 
anime fans, but rather a mainstream 
audience of people who “live in trailer 
parks watching TV and eating fish head 
sandwiches.” We have yetto hear what 
the check-writing, trailer park dwell- 
ing, fish head sandwich-eating crowd 
who keep Streamline afloat think of 
Carl’s magnum opit. 

Bandai Gees Bananas! 

Why in the world is Bandai giving up 
guaranteed revenue? Instead of coming 
out with a complete line of Gundam 0083 
mecha kits, they’re only doing the three 
Gundam suits, and are diverting valu- 
able energy and resources to do kits of 
the characters from Dragonball Z! Either 
the Bandai Board of Directors has been 
taken over by Martians, or replaced by 
the Five-Year Economic Planning Com- 
mittee from the ex-U.S.S.R. 

Cima Fer Hire 

Anime’s current mecha-bitch could be 
undergoing a career change soon. Ru- 
mors have it that Cima of “0083” may 
be getting fed up with no-nads Gato 


and the rest of the conservative Deraz 


fleet and their wimpy “family values” 
policies. Our favorite fascist femme 
fatale may take her white tiger throne 
and the rest of her toys and form her 
own side. Watch out Koh, Women’s 
Lib will take ona whole new meaning! 
Fantasy Star Stories 

Dragons, gods, sorcerers, prophets— 
and Five Star Stories. What to do 
Mamoru? What was originally a science 
fiction-based mecha epic looks more 
and more like a Heavy Metal version 
of Lord of the Rings. 

As Five Star seems to fade into its 
own parallel universe, perhaps we can 
reveal creator Mamoru Nagano’s 
shameful secret; he moved into anima- 
tion after failing as a fashion designer. 
Hey Hey It’s Anime! 

We didn’t know that Mickey Dolenz 
(immortalized by his wonderful perfor- 
mance in the classic show “The 
Monkees”) was an anime fan! Imagine 
oursurprise when we saw himatAnime 
Expo in a Gofuu costume, and working 
the AnimEigo table, no less! Rumors 
thatitwas not Mickey Dolenzbuttrans- 
lation director Michael House have 
been dismissed as utterly absurd by the 
V-Max staff. 

Pink Typhoon! 

For four or five months, it looked like 
the hentais (perverts) of the world were 
out of luck. But just when anime porn 
was becoming a dead art comes four 


heart-marked Ova’s in the same month! 
La Blue Girl 12 (Sex Beast Campus) 
and the first Cream Lemon title in years, 
Angie and Rose, goes up against Demon 
Beast Battle Line (from the wholesome 
folk who brought you Urotsuki Dost) and 
a sequel to the classic ova Guy, Legend of 
Golden Goddess. 

Godzilla Is Back! 

We knew you were waiting for him. 
Well, he’s back! And this time our boy’s 
up against two of another classic mon- 
ster, Mothra. Mothra’s the good guy and 
his evil twin brother is Battra. Time for 
that giant no-peststrip on Tokyo Tower. 
City Hunter Movie Update 
Yes, it’s coming and Jackie Chan is in it. 
V-Max predicted the coming of this 
cinematic gem in a previous issue, and 
we're just busting with glee that it’s 
really coming. 

Mac News 

Rumors have it that the PC Engine/CD 
ROM system will soon be Macintosh 
compatible. Ranma and Gatchapon may 
soon be an option alongside MS 
(MicroSoft™, not Mobilesuit) Word. 
How Much Do You Like Nadia? 
Gainax is currently releasing a perfect 
book collection of the major key cells 
from the Nadia TV series. You want 
every important cell from your favorite 
show? You gotit! Price—a measly $3,000. 
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MODELS, GARAGE KITS AND OTHER JAPANIMATION GOODS 
; d 


Type-Zero é Ingra 


NEW TYPE (1) 


1531 B 10th Avenue 

San Francisco, CA 94122 
U.S.A. 

Tel.: (415) 731-3077 


Store hours: 


By appointment only 
Mail order catalog: $2.00 


NEW TYPE (2) 
In Montreal, Quebec, Canada 
(Formerly Mecha-Connection) 


BOOKS NIPPAN 


ANIMATION 


FAN CLUB 
MEMBERS 
pay only 


$29.95 each 


To join the Fan 
Club enclose a 


GUNBUSTER Vol.2 


USR-VD3 * 60 mins. 
NOW AVAILABLE 


GUNBUSTER Vol.1 DANGAIO Part 1 


USR-VD1 * 55 mins. USR-VD2 * 45 mins 
1990 RELEASE still available! 1990 RELEASE still available! 


See Noriko's Join 4 psionic The aliens attack 
separate check for beginnings on her —_—-youths and their and Noriko & 
$12 and take quest to the ultimate mecha GUNBUSTER must 
advantage of the GUNBUSTER! man DANGAIO! |. fight to save Earth! 
member price on NOT SET. 


these videos. 


GUNBUSTER™ vais. 1,2,3 


Join the adventures of Noriko Takaya whose quest is to follow after her father into space. This epic SF 
saga time warps through decades of war where Earth's survival depends on the ultimate fighting 
machine: GUNBUSTER! Character designs by Haruhiko Mikimoto 


(MACROSS) highlight this OVA series. Contains. nudity. A cL PI ] 5 
US 0 Bebe OF Bea Be BS 


Masamune Shirow’s cyberpunk comic series is now a Japanese animation feature! Deunan 
and Briareos are SWAT members in the futuristic Olympus. A group of terrorists want to cause 
unrest between the humans and bioroid population. Explosive high-tech warfare and suspenseful 
drama dominate this SF story! Red Foil Hot Stamp limited edition cover and “longer life” video 


: makes for the highest quality! Some strong language 
BLACK ™ 
macic MI-66 


In the tradition of “Terminator 2” comes a science fiction saga of a military android gone wild. 
Masamune Shirow (Creator of APPLESEED) directed this acclaimed video feature about the M-66 
android soldier and its relentless quest to terminate a young girl! Action and adventure combine with 
superb Japanese animation! Limited Edition “Glow-in-the-Dark” cover and “longer life” video makes 


this a must for collectors! Partial nudity. a 
DOMINION” part 


Brought to you by U.S. MANGA CORPS and U.S. RENDITIONS. Masamune Shirow's third work 
has just been added to 1991’s releases. The story of a futuristic police tank unit that battles 
two genetically engineered cat-girls who are trained as ace commandos! All the best elements 

of Japanese animation brought together by Masamune Shirow! 


DANGAIO™ paar: 


Dangaio features mechanical designs by Shoji Kawamori (MACROSS) and tells the story of four 
young psychics and the ultimate psionic mecha-DANGAIO! Created by Toshihiro Hirano of Iczer-One 
and Megazone 23 Part 1. 


“cyberpunk” saga 
is now animated! 
Based on the comic 
APPLESEED. 


JAPANESE 
ANIMATION 


HOME VIDEOS 
\ SSG ee 


The King of 
Animation 


Translation 
presents... 


DOMINIO’ 


TANK POLICE g 


APPLESEED GUNBUSTER Vol.3 BLACK MAGIC M-66 DOMINION Parti 
USR-VD4 * 70 mins USR-VD5 * 60 mins USR-VD6 * 60 mins USMC-01 © 40 mins 
NOW AVAILABLE RELEASE DATE: OCT 91 RELEASE DATE: OCT 91 RELEASE DATE: OCT 91 
The epic The final chapter Amilitary android The story of a future 


ends is epic saga —_ wants to terminate 
of Noriko & a young girl in this 
GUNBUSTER! suspenseful SF saga! 


police force in the 
tradition of 
APPLESEED! 


Japanese animation ¢ Subtitled in English ¢ Videos are not rated ° Parental Guidance suggested 


Witt ORDER FORM [Ti 


ary TITLE ITEM 4 RETAIL MEMBER PRICE TOTAL 
[ GUNBUSTERVol.1 | USR-VD1 | $34.95 | $29.95 
DANGAIO Part | USR-VD2 i 
GUNBUSTER Vol.2 USR-VD3 i $29.95 
APPLESEED |_usR-vp4 | i $29.95 i 
GUNBUSTER Vol.3__|_USR-VD5 | $34, $29.95 
BLACK MAGIC M-66 | USR-VD6 | $34.95 | $29.95 
DOMINION Part | usmc-o1 | $34.95 | $29.95 | 
Please Print CLEARLY. CHARGE CARD ORDERS: VISA/MC ONLY SUBTOTAL 
CARD # EXP. CA. RES. ADD 
8.25% SALES TAX 
NAME ON CARD (PRINT). SHIPPING 
SIGNATURE. TOTAL “it 
TEU #.(_____) FAN CLUB # BA BOOKS 
NIPPAN 
NAME. 
ADDRESS. 
CITY. STATE/ZIP. 


SHIPPING COSTS and ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS 
CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES: 1 Video $3.50. Please add .75 for each 
additional Video, ALASKA, HAWAII and PUERTO RICO: 1 Video $9.00 
Please add $2.00 for each additional Video. 2nd day U.P.S. shipping only. 
CANADA: Money Orders and Personal Checks in U.S. Dollars (payable through a U.S. branch of your 2 
Canadian Bank) only. Sent via U.P.S. ground service. 1 Video $7.00. Please add $2.00 for each additional ideo. 
ALL ITEMS SENT BY U.PS., please wait 4-6 weeks. No C.0.D. orders. (U.PS. exceptions, P.0., APO, FPO, 

Box addresses will be shipped via 4th Class, U.S. Postal Service) 

Sorry No Overseas or Foreign Orders. Return form or copy of form with payment. Please send check or money 
order, payable to: BOOKS NIPPAN ¢1123 Dominguez Street, Unit K, Carson, California 90746-3539 


1123 DOMINGUEZ ST} 
UNIT K CARSON. Ci 


